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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Water Connections Tour + Orica Australia Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Each year, the Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) undertakes a tour of Queensland regional communities as part of qldwater’s Water Connections Tour.  The tour provides councils with valuable technical advice and knowledge as well as local access to decision makers from key government bodies.  
This year the Water Connections Tour is being held in conjunction with a series of Water Mini Conferences and “The Best of the Best Water Taste Test” a water taste testing competition to find the Best of the Best of Queensland’s water. The 'Best of the West - Water Taste Test in 2011' is being expanded in 2012 to allow any Queensland Water Service Provider which meets the appropriate conditions to enter a sample in the 2012 competition. We are pleased to announce Orica Australia as the Statewide event sponsor.  Other event sponsors include Dial Before You Dig, Smart Water Research Centre, Unitywater and Local Buy. Please contact enquiry@qldwater.com.au if you are interested in sponsorship opportunities.

The Best of the Best competition aims to raise awareness of the State’s quality drinking water and to recognise the efforts of local water service providers in delivering valuable water services to their communities. The competition consists of six regional taste test competitions (State Finalists) and an overall State Winner. The six regions and regional titles are:

	Date
	Region
	Host 
	Regional Titles:

	16 February
	South West Queensland
	Murweh Shire Council

(Charleville) 
	SW Qld Region State Finalist

	15 March
	South East Queensland 
	Unitywater 

(location TBA)
	SEQ Region State Finalist

	12 April
	Central Queensland
	Central Highlands Regional Council 

(Emerald) 
	CQ East Region State Finalist

	30 April
	Western Queensland
	Longreach Regional Council 

(Longreach)
	CQ West Region State Finalist

	4 May
	North Queensland
	Whitsunday Regional Council 

(Bowen) 
	Nth Qld Region State Finalist

	24 May
	Far North Queensland
	Cairns Regional Council 

(Cairns)
	FNQ Region State Finalist

	6-7 June
	Queensland Grand Final
	Presented at WIOA Conference 

(Gold Coast)
	Best of the Best – 

Overall Winner


Each of the state finalists will compete for the “Best of the Best” State Title at qldwater’s State Final event being held at the WIOA conference at the Gold Coast in June.

The competition is held across Queensland and open to all Queensland water service providers.  All entries must have incurred no state or federal drinking water violations during the past year. Please see the our website for more information – http://www.qldwater.com.au/Water_Taste_Test 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. New qldwater TRG Leadership

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With David Wiskar formally resigning from our Technical Reference Group and taking up a position at NT Power and Water, elections for a replacement Chair were held last Friday.  We are pleased to welcome Bruce Gardiner from Cairns Regional Council as the new Chair, and Trevor Harvey from North Burnett Regional Council as Deputy Chair.

Both Bruce and Trevor bring significant experience to their respective roles and the appointments are a great result for the Directorate.  We would like to thank all of the TRG members who nominated – they are a committed, skilled group who give up their valuable time to support our attempts to take our industry programs forward.

Bruce has also asked that we formally record our thanks to David for his enormous commitment, wisdom and guidance since the establishment of qldwater.
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